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Srebrenica, June 23, 2007

Based on the binding judgment of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) of February 26, 2007 in the case of
Bosnia and Herzegovina v. Serbia and Montenegro, We, the members of the Srebrenica Municipal Assembly,
who are decisively against any form of discrimination, committed to the rule of law and the justice for the
victims of genocide, obeying the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide,
obeying the European Charter of Local Self-Government, obeying the Charter of the United Nations, request
implementation of the binding judgments of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia
(ICTY) and the judgment of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) of February 26, 2007 in the case of Bosnia
and Herzegovina v. Serbia and Montenegro, representing the victims of genocide, in the session of the
Srebrenica Municipal Assembly held in Srebrenica on June 23, 2007, adopt the following

DECISION

About the return of the Municipality of Srebrenica to the sole jurisdiction of the state of Bosnia
and Herzegovina as the Municipality of Srebrenica was before the aggression and genocide.

The International Court of Justice, on February 26, 2007, in its legally binding judgment in the case
of Bosnia and Herzegovina v. Serbia and Montenegro ,Finds that Serbia has violated the
obligation to prevent genocide, under the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide, in respect of the genocide that occurred in Srebrenica in July 1995.” The Court
ruled that genocide in Srebrenica, against the people of Srebrenica and against Bosniaks of the
entire East Region of Bosnia and Herzegovina (Podrinje), was committed by the government and
institutions of “Republika Srpska” and specifically the Army (VRS) and Police (MUP) of , Republika
Srpska” and that Serbia had an obligation to prevent the genocide. Filing the law suit for genocide
in 1993 preceded all subsequent constitutional and legal arrangements for Bosnia and Herzegovina,
and thereby for Srebrenica. The final judgment of the International Court of Justice supersedes all
constitutional arrangements that are offered today to the victims of genocide including Annex
4 to the Dayton Agreement.

Therefore, the Srebrenica Municipal Assembly, representing the victims of genocide, based on
the binding judgment of the International Court of Justice and applying the legal right to
RESTITUTIO IN INTEGRUM (restoration of the original condition) based on the peremptory
norms of International law JUS COGENS, adopts the Decision: THAT FROM THIS DATE
FORWARD, THE MUNICIPALITY OF SREBRENICA IS NOT UNDER THE CONSTITUTIONAL,
LEGAL, POLITICAL, OR TERRITORIAL JURISDICTION OF THE ENTITY ,REPUBLIKA
SRPSKA”. From this date forward, with this Decision, the Municipality of Srebrenica returns to
the constitutional and legal jurisdiction of the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as the
Municipality of Srebrenica was before the aggression and genocide.
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With this Decision, the Municipality of Srebrenica and the people of Srebrenica will be under
sole jurisdiction of the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina, flying the flag and using the symbols of
the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Municipality of Srebrenica will remain a territorial
part of the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina, with its status outside of the constitutional, legal,
political and territorial jurisdiction of the entity ,Republika Srpska”. From this date forward the
Municipality of Srebrenica will be applying only the laws of the state of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, which are not in conflict with the local self-governing territorial principles and
legal position of the Municipality of Srebrenica that were in place before the aggression and
genocide.

From the beginning of the aggression and genocide on the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina in
April 1992 until February 1993, the legitimate defense forces of the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina in Srebrenica successfully resisted the aggression from Serbia and Montenegro (the
rump Yugoslavia). In that period, it is estimated that about 1,800 residents of Srebrenica, mostly
civilians, died as victims of systematic efforts of genocide and ethnic cleansing. Subsequent to a
major offensive carried out by three corps of the Yugoslav Peoples Army (JNA) at the beginning of
March 1993, UNPROFOR forces came to Srebrenica. The UN Security Council adopted Resolution
S/RES/819 by which Srebrenica was proclaimed a UN Protected Zone, and at the same time a
demilitarization agreement was signed. Unfortunately demilitarization practically meant the
disarming of the defenders of Srebrenica, and not the forces of the aggressor.

The direct result of disarming Srebrenica is that in July 1995, the UN Protected Zone of Srebrenica
became the largest killing site in Europe since World War II, where about 8,500 men, women, and
children were brutally murdered.

By the UN Charter, the United Nations were obligated to protect its member state, the Republic of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, from aggression and genocide, and not to reward the perpetrators of
aggression and genocide with the territory of the victim state.

The genocide committed in Srebrenica was the foundation on which , Republika Srpska” was
created. According to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment for the Crime of
Genocide, nothing can justify, not even the “Dayton Constitution” as a “legal base”, subjugation
of the Municipality of Srebrenica under the jurisdiction of the genocidal entity “Republika
Srpska.”

After the genocide in Srebrenica, the Municipality of Srebrenica was illegally (with genocide)
removed from jurisdiction of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina and illegally placed under
the jurisdiction of the genocidal entity “Republika Srpska.” There are no legal provisions under
the international law nor customary laws that can be used as bases to transfer the local self-
governing municipality from one to another jurisdiction against the will of its people. People of
Srebrenica were deprived of their will through genocide. This is why we are obliged to return
the Municipality of Srebrenica to the constitutional, legal and territorial status that the
Municipality of Srebrenica had before the aggression and genocide.
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The goal of the genocide was for Srebrenica to become a territorial and constitutional part of
“Republika Srpska.” The lawfulness and justice in the case of Srebrenica will be accomplished
only after the goal of the genocide is denied to the perpetrators of the genocide. According to
International law, and domestic laws, anything what was achieved unlawfully can not be
recognized as lawful.

Under the Dayton Agreement, the unlawful governing power over the victims of genocide in the
Municipality of Srebrenica was put into the hands of those who committed the genocide. The
Municipal Assembly of Srebrenica, as a lawful governing body, takes the legitimate position that
the current situation is unacceptable because it implies that the victims of genocide are themselves
legalizing the genocide.

Any pressure or attempt to force the victims of genocide to get used to and accept the situation
created by the genocide, is an act of genocide itself.

The present situation in Srebrenica is nothing more than an illegal attempt that started 12 years
ago to legalize the genocide which now is confirmed by the Judgment of the International Court
of Justice. Therefore, from June 23, 2007, the Municipality of Srebrenica is no longer under the
constitutional, legal, political and territorial jurisdiction of the genocidal entity “Republika
Srpska.” From this date forward the Municipality of Srebrenica will obey the laws of the state
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, wherever they apply. In all other matters, the Municipality of
Srebrenica, based on this Decision which is legal and democratic expression of the will of its
people, shall enact new laws independently, which will be consistent with International Law
and which will provide equal rights to all residents of Srebrenica, regardless of their ethnicity,
religion, and political affiliation.

Until the new constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina will be enacted, all regulations which are
not under jurisdiction of the state but are under local self-governance, will be enacted on the
legal principle that supersede national laws, such as the Charter of the United Nations and
corresponding Human Rights Conventions, but under no circumstances will they be based on
the decisions of parallel, negotiated, war and other ad-hoc institutions and individuals with
disputed legal authority. In order to exercise its rights, based on the peremptory norms of
International law (jus cogens), the Municipality of Srebrenica does not need an approval from
the institutions that were condemned for the genocide nor from other institutions whose
mandate originates from any agreement including the Dayton Agreement.

Srebrenica, June 23, 2007
President / Vice-President
of the Srebrenica Municipal Assembly
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